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Chapter 2 – Vocabulary Building
 Intro:  Value of Vocab?

Context Clues (def)
Types of Context Clues 

(four types)
Why learn prefixes/suffixes and roots?

Steps to Prefix/Root/Suffix Method 

1. 
contributes to first impression

Ex. 

1. Definition clues 
a. (def) writer defines the word immediately following its use:  gives a brief definition or synonym
b. Key phrases:  means, is, refers to, can be defined
i. Ex. Corona, soliloquy 

c. Punctuation clues:  commas, parentheses, dashes
i. ex. 

d. (def) writer includes examples that help explain or clarify a word

i. Ex. Toxic

2. Contrast clues

a. (def) to determine meaning of unknown word from word/phrase of opposite meaning

b. Key phrases:  

i. Ex. Elated (sad)
3. Logic of Passage
i. (def.) 

ii. Ex. Versatile

1. Become familiar with most commonly used word parts

a. In most cases:  word built on one root

b. Words can have more than one 

i. Can be made up of more two roots

1. ex. 

ii. Some words have two

1. ex. 

iii. Some words have two suffixes

1. ex. 

c. Words do not always have a prefix or suffix
i. Some words have neither a prefix or a suffix 

1. ex.

ii. Others have suffix but no 

1. ex. 

iii. Others have prefix but no 

1. ex. 
a. 
 (def)
Common Prefixes (list of)

Roots (def)
How many roots in lang?

Common Roots (list of)
(def)
Common Suffixes (list of)

How suffixes expand language.




d. The spelling of roots may 

e. Different prefixes, roots or suffixes may have the same meaning.

i. Ex.  

f. Sometimes you may identify a group of letters as a prefix or root but find that it does not carry the meaning of that prefix or root.

i. Ex.  Mis in missle (not root)
They appear at beginning of many English words and alter meaning of root for which they are connected.



Ex. Add prefix to read (re) makes it mean “read again”


Add prefix to read (   ) makes it mean “                 “


Add prefix to read (   ) makes it mean “                  “
Table 2.1 on pages 30 & 31

Hundreds of roots build the English language

Table 2.2 on pages 32 & 33 (37 of most common roots in English language)

Knowledge of common roots helps unlock language


Ex.  

Word endings that change the part of speech of a word.


Ex. 

Table 2.3 on page 36.

By knowing common roots and how adding suffixes to them changes meaning it expands your vocabulary.


Ex. Unknown word – look for root first; then use context clues of sentence figure out change of meaning based on suffix.

NOTE:  Sometimes spelling of root may change with suffix addition.



Ex. Final consonant doubled or “e” dropped or changed to “i”.

